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Dave Brubeck was a leading figure in jazz music, as an innovative,  
phenomenal jazz pianist. What is sometimes forgotten is that he was also 
prolific in “classical” composition, wrote a jazz musical, orchestral works, 

and was a respected leader in the struggle for civil rights. The 2016 Brubeck 
Festival highlights all of these aspects of his life and work.

During his lifetime Dave received a number of prestigious awards and honorary  
doctorate degrees, he was a 2009 Kennedy Center Honoree, and was declared a 
“Living Legend” by the U. S. Library of Congress in 2003. He was heavily  
influenced by his experiences in the army during WWII and by the cruelty of  
slavery and resulting racism in our country. As a result, he dedicated his life to 
civil rights, and to making our world a better place to live in through his music.

Dave’s wife Iola was a significant artistic presence and partner in his life,  
penning the lyrics to many of his songs and choral works, including the text to 
his musical, The Real Ambassadors. This groundbreaking musical about racism 
and the life of Louis Armstrong is being performed as part of this festival. 

Please dive deeply into the 
life, times, and diverse music 
of Dave Brubeck during this 
festival; I urge you to attend 

any and all of the events 
offered. I promise you, if  
you do so, your life will  

be changed.

WELCOME to the 2016 Brubeck  Festival, in Memphis Tennessee! 

This festival is made possible by many contributors and participants: Rhodes 
College and its nationally accredited Department of Music (NASM), the Mike 
Curb Institute for Music at Rhodes, The Brubeck Institute at The University of 
the Pacific, the National Civil Rights Museum, Shelby County Schools, Opera 
Memphis, Playhouse on the Square, and the Memphis Symphony Orchestra. 

It is a privilege to be able to host the 2016 Brubeck Festival and I am  
grateful for all of the participant’s contributions. Special thanks must go to 
Darius Brubeck, Tommie Pardue and to Simon Rowe, Executive Director of the 
Brubeck Institute, without whose inspiration and support this festival would 
not be possible.

William Skoog, Chair
Department of Music
Rhodes College

“Every individual should be expressing themselves,  
whether a politician or a minister or a policeman.  
There’s a way of playing safe, and there’s a way  

I like to play which is where you’re going to  
take a chance on making mistakes in order to create 

something you haven’t created before.”

–Dave Brubeck



BRUBECK FESTIVAL SCHEDULE
Brubeck Art Exhibit, April 1–May 29 
Presented at the National Civil Rights Museum
450 Mulberry

Friday, April 8
1:30 PM
“Brubecks Play Brubeck” Jazz Workshop
with selected Shelby County School students
Evergreen (613 University St.)
Free and open to the public

7:30 PM
Dave Brubeck’s “The Real Ambassadors”
A Jazz Musical by Dave Brubeck
Playhouse on the Square (66 Cooper St.)
Sandra Franks, vocal music director, Gerald Stephens, instrumental director
Ben Smith, artistic director 
Partnered with Opera Memphis
For tickets visit: http://www.operamemphis.org or call (901) 257-3100

Saturday, April 9
7:30 PM
 “To Hope,” A Mass by Dave Brubeck
Brubecks Play Brubeck featuring Chris, Dan, and Darius 
with special guest Dave O’Higgins
Rhodes MasterSingers Chorale, Memphis Symphony Orchestra
Randal Rushing, tenor soloist
William Skoog, conductor
Cannon Center, 255 N Main St. 
For tickets visit: http://www.memphissymphony.org or call (901) 537-2525

Sunday, April 10
2:00 PM Matinee
Dave Brubeck’s “The Real Ambassadors”
A Jazz Musical by Dave Brubeck
Playhouse on the Square (66 Cooper St.)
Sandra Franks, vocal music director, Gerald Stephens, instrumental director  
Ben Smith, artistic director
Partnered with Opera Memphis
For tickets visit: http://www.operamemphis.org or call (901) 257-3100

4:30 PM
Student Time Out!
Rhodes Jazz Band and Shelby County Schools All-City Jazz Band
with special guest appearances by Darius Brubeck and Dave O’Higgins
Playhouse on the Square (66 Cooper St.)
Free and open to the public
Reception prior to and following the performance.

*Note: Tickets are sold separately for each event. There are no festival passes.

Questions? Contact the festival administrator at cooperb@rhodes.edu or  
(901) 843-3775.



DARIUS, CHRIS AND DAN BRUBECK WITH SPECIAL 
GUEST DAVE O’HIGGINS

Seldom does one fi nd a family as prolifi c and talented as the Brubecks. Four of 
the late, great Dave Brubeck’s fi ve children are professional musicians. Darius, 
the eldest Brubeck son is a jazz pianist, composer, educator and band-leader. 
Chris is a multi-instrumentalist and award-winning composer and superlative 
bassist. Dan is a Grammy-nominated drummer . For this show, they are joined 
by UK saxophonist Dave O’Higgins, who is also a composer and internationally 
known musician.

Darius, Chris and Dan, augmented by British saxist Dave O’Higgins, are rekindling 
the old magic. The four cantered affectionately through the hit list, but shrewdly 
didn’t try to clone the original sound.

—John Fordham, The Guardian 

At the end of a joyous second set the pianist Darius Brubeck and his brothers 
cued in the audience’s handclaps on Unsquare Dance. More than half a century 
after their father invited listeners to start counting in odd numbers, the music 
has lost none of its poise.

—Clive Davis, The Times 

It is my pleasure to welcome you 
to the 2016 Brubeck Festival in Memphis! 
As we celebrate 90 years in Memphis, Rhodes 
College is pleased to support great music 
and theatre in our city. Our students, faculty, 
and alumni welcome the opportunity to pay 
tribute to Dave Brubeck as we continue to 
explore and enliven our rich musical history 
in the River City. 

Dr. Milton Moreland
Dean of the Faculty
Rhodes College 

Shelby County Schools is very excited to be a partner with the 2016 
Brubeck Festival, as it celebrates excellence in music performance, social 
change through the arts, and collaboration among institutions. Wincle Sterling 
(SCS Orff Music Supervisor) and I welcome everyone to Memphis for this great 
celebration. 

Our best always,
Dru Davison, Ph.D.
Fine Arts Advisor, Music Education
Shelby County Schools, Curriculum and Instruction
NAMM “Best Communities for Music Education”
Chair, NAfME Council of Program Leaders
2485 Union Avenue
Memphis, TN 38112

SCS believes all students have tremendous 
potential to learn and enjoy music.



BRUBECK’S TO HOPE!
To Hope! Is Brubeck’s first encounter with the Roman Catholic mass, the result 
of a commission by Ed Murray of the Catholic publication, Our Sunday Visitor. 
Murray was specific about what he wanted: an American composer to write a 
serious piece on the revised Roman ritual, not a pop or jazz mass, but one that 
would reflect the American Catholic experience. At the time, Brubeck belonged 
to no denomination, and never before had he set music to a fixed text that 
neither he nor his wife, Iola, wrote or adapted. At first he was uncertain but  
ultimately agreed to the commission. The process of writing the piece proved 
to be very transformational for Brubeck who converted to Catholicism during 
the experience. Yet the listener does not have to share Brubeck’s religious 
faith to be moved by the score’s deep emotion and optimism. As any sensitive 
classical composer would, Brubeck reacts directly to the text, evoking musical 
textures and images that ride on the meanings and rhythms of the words and 
can be interpreted on different levels. Ultimately one is struck by how open 
and how trusting a work To Hope! is. Even more so than his pure jazz work, To 
Hope! reflects the composer’s fundamentally sweet nature that has somehow 
stayed intact even after more than half a century in the rough-and-tumble 
music business, bolstered by a loving family and an unshakable faith. “Make a 
joyful noise unto the Lord,” Psalm 100 says—and that seems to be the credo 
for Dave Brubeck, the choral composer.

NOTES FROM THE COMPOSER
The heart of the Mass is found in the words themselves, living language full of 
deep meaning, born from the very human need to know God. It is a language 
shaped by tradition and honed fine by usage, embodying within it the seeds for 
understanding. I approached the composition as prayer, concentrating upon the 
phrases, trying to probe beneath the surface, hoping to translate into  
music the powerful words which have grown throughout the centuries. Since 
the completion of writing the Mass, I have seen the work take on a life of its 
own. Diverse usages of To Hope! keep surfacing from surprising sources. The 
most difficult section (the “Alleluia”) has been performed by a high school  
chorus led by Nancy Wade in Chattanooga, Tennessee. A massive choir,  
conducted by Russell Gloyd, sang parts of To Hope! in Candlestick Park, San 
Francisco, at a mass celebrated by Pope John Paul II. New York City’s Musica 
Sacra chorus, under Richard Westenburg’s direction, has performed To Hope! 
three times—once in the huge Cathedral of St. John the Divine in New York 
City, and twice as a concert piece in Avery Fisher Hall at Lincoln Center. One of 
the most memorable moments of my life was hearing the sounds of the Mass 
ring out through the vast nave of the Washington National Cathedral. Emotions 
that are life, from sorrow to exaltation, were part of my experiences in writing 
To Hope! When the work was completed, I felt a strong sense of wholeness and 
affirmation. I pray that upon hearing this performance, you will share  
my feelings.

—Dave Brubeck

THE REAL AMBASSADORS, written by Dave Brubeck

While serving in the US Army, 
Brubeck organized the Wolf 
Pack, a racially integrated 
music group in American’s 
then-segregated armed forces. 
Brubeck remained steadfast 
in his commitment to racial 
equality throughout his career. 
In the 1950’s, he insisted on 
performing with the regular 
members of his quartet, even 
when college administrations 
requested that African American bassist Eugene Wright not appear. Similarly, 
Brubeck left the stage of a live television recording when it became apparent 
that the director had requested that Wright not appear on film. Brubeck regu-
larly declined opportunities to play for segregated audiences in the American 
South in the 1950’s and 60’s and, in 1976, showed the same courtesy to the 
nation of South Africa.

Brubeck’s political and ethical beliefs were clearly expressed n the musical 
theatre piece, The Real Ambassadors, co-written with his wife, Iola. The piece, 
which satirized segregation, did not reach Broadway during Dave’s life as  
intended, but was recorded in 1961. The following year, a concert version of 
the musical was performed at the Monterey Jazz Festival in a production  
featuring Louis Armstrong. The work finally made its way to Broadway in 2012, 
for a Jazz at Lincoln Center program.

The Real Ambassadors encompasses the U.S. Civil Rights 
Movement, the music business and racism that historically 
was prevalent therein, America’s place in the world during 
the Cold War, the nature and consideration of race when 
visioning God, and the notion that Music can be a real 
ambassador for racial and human equality. 

The musical features the Hero, as mentioned above, a character in the person-
age of Carmen McCrae, a narrator (played by Iola in the premier), a vocal trio 
(in the fashion of a Greek Chorus), and a jazz rhythm section, including, of 
course, a trumpet player.

(Text adapted from the Jazz at Lincoln Center Program, 2012, edited by William Skoog).



The Brubeck Festival is an annual event that  
celebrates and explores the musical, intellectual, 
and philosophical ideas of Dave Brubeck, as well 
as his influence on the world of music and ideas. 

The Brubeck Fellowship Program is a one, two or three-year full-scholarship 
program in jazz performance for five of the nation’s best musicians who have 
just graduated from high school. These Brubeck Fellows comprise the Brubeck 
Institute Jazz Quintet (BIJQ). More than 60% of the students who are accepted 
into the BIJQ have attended the Summer Jazz Colony. 

“The Brubeck Institute at the University 
of the Pacific is the central definer of the 
legacy of legendary composer, pianist and 
band leader Dave Brubeck. We are proud to 
partner with Rhodes College and the City of 
Memphis to celebrate the music and work 
of this American Icon.”

Simon Rowe 
Executive Director, Brubeck Institute

THE BRUBECK INSTITUTE was established by the University of the 
Pacific in 2000 to honor its distinguished alumni, Dave and Iola Brubeck.
The mission of the institute is to build on Dave Brubeck’s legacy and his 

lifelong dedication to music, creativity, education and the 
advancement of important social issues including civil rights, 
international relations, environmental  
concerts, and social justice. The Institute maintains its five 
programs, including the Brubeck Collection, Brubeck Festival, 
Brubeck Fellowship Program, Summer Jazz  
Colony, and the Outreach Program. 

The Brubeck Collection is one of the world’s largest and most 
comprehensive collections from a contemporary musician, 
consists of Dave and Iola Brubeck’s correspondence, legal and 
business documents, musical recordings, music manuscripts, 
photographs, printed programs, memorabilia, and other  
important archival material. 

The NATIONAL CIVIL RIGHTS MUSEUM, 
located at the historic Lorraine Motel 
where civil rights leader Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. was assassinated, is the only 
Museum of its kind in the country that 
gives a comprehensive overview of the 
American Civil Rights Movement from 1619 
to the present.

Through interactive exhibits, historic 
collections, storytelling, dynamic speakers 
and events, the museum offers visitors a 
chance to walk through history and learn 
more about a tumultuous and inspiring 
period of change. Then, invites you to Join 
the Movement, take a stand and share your 
voice on issues that impact our society.

DAVE BRUBECK took a stand for civil 
rights. While serving in the US Army, 
he organized the Wolf Pack, a racially 
integrated music group in America’s then 
segregated armed forces. 

Brubeck remained steadfast in his 
commitment to racial equality throughout his 
career. Not only is Dave Brubeck an American 
music icon and innovator, he also broke 
barriers to integration. He leveraged the 
advantages afforded him as a white musician 
to fight Jim Crow prejudice and oppression.

The Dave Brubeck exhibition is at the 
National Civil Rights Museum April 1 thru 
May 29, 2016.



ABOUT THE MEMPHIS SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA: 

MSO is honored to be a part of a musical performance that embodies the rich 
musical heritage of the Brubecks. Bringing great music to Memphis audiences 
in its many forms is one of the key missions to the MSO and we cannot think of 
a better catalyst than this event. 

Founded in 1952, the Memphis 
Symphony Orchestra (MSO) 
continues to be an integral part of 
the cultural, educational and 
economic life of Memphis. The 
MSO’s signature performance 
series, holiday, educational and 
free community concerts provide 
live symphonic musical experiences 
to diverse audiences. 

2000 North Parkway
Memphis, TN  38120


